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Welcome

I'M HERE TO HELP YOU
FEEL CONFIDENT EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.

Buying your first home is an exciting milestone, but it can
also feel overwhelming. That's exactly why | create this guide

to give you clarity, simplify the process, and help you make
informed decisions with confidence.

From understanding your budget to closing day and beyond,
I'll be here to guide you every step of the way.

ADAM NGO
%m %& @Wﬂ%ﬁm&m@ This guide is designed to be a resource you

can refer back to throughout your home
buying journey.

NGO PLACE LIKE HOME REALTY

LET'S GET STARTED.

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE. LIVE WHERE IT FEELS LIKE HOME.

02



Q NGO PLACE FIRST TIME HOME BUYER'S GUIDE
@@m ||§HEEAH|_OTM\E( SECTION1 | BEFORE YOU START SEARCHING

-

BUY WITH

CONFIDENCE. LIVE WHERE IT FEELS LIKE HOME.

Before You Start Searching

A LITTLE PREPARATION UPFRONT CAN SAVE YOU TIME, MONEY, AND
STRESS LATER. THESE KEY STEPS WILL SET YOU UP FOR A SUCCESSFUL

HOME SEARCH.

01
GET PRE-APPROVED

Understand your budget
and show sellers you're

&

02
KNOW YOUR BUDGET

Look at the full picture,
not just the purchase

03
PREPARE YOUR FUNDS

Plan for upfront costs
like earnest money, fees,

04
DEFINE YOUR NEEDS

Consider your lifestyle,
location, and long term

serious. price. and closing costs. goals.
05 06 07 08

PRIORITIZE YOUR LIST

Distinguish between
must-haves and nice-to-
haves.

THINK LONG TERM

Choose a home that
supports your future
plans.

BEYOND THE SURFACE

Focus on potential,
layout, and location over
cosmetics.

YOU'RE READY

With a clear plan, you'll
shop smarter and with
confidence.
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Know Your Buying Power
Before You Start Searching

A MORTGAGE PRE-APPROVAL IS ONE OF THE MOST
IMPORTANT FIRST STEPS IN THE HOME BUYING PROCESS.

Many buyers begin their search by browsing listings online, but the smartest place to start is with a

mortgage pre-approval.

A pre-approval helps determine how much home you can comfortably afford based on your income,
debts, assets, and credit profile. It also provides confidence during your search by helping you focus on

homes that align with your budget.

When you're ready to make an offer, sellers are more likely to take your offer seriously when it is
accompanied by a pre-approval letter from a trusted lender.

SHOP WITH
CONFIDENCE

STRENGTHEN YOUR
FUTURE OFFER

UNDERSTAND
YOUR BUDGET

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE. LIVE WHERE IT FEELS LIKE HOME. 04
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What’s the Difference?

Both pre-qualification and pre-approval can help you understand your finances, but they are are the same.

PRE-QUALITFICATION PRE-APPROVAL

Quick Estimate Verified Financial Review

O

Provides a general idea of how much you may be able to borrow. Lender reviews your credit, income, assets, and debts.

Self Reported Information o Credit Check Performed

®

¥

®

Based on the financial information you provide. Your credit is pulled and reviewed by the lender.

Less Documentation Required Income and Assets Reviewed

Typically doesn't require verification of documents. Documents are verified to confirm your financial situation.

Good Starting Point Stronger with Submitting Offers

O @

Helpful early in your home buying journey. Shows sellers you're a serious and qualified buyer.

PN ™ |
‘ Whenever possible, pursue a pre-approval rather than a pre-qualification LIVE BEAUTIFULLY .{
befor actively searching for homes. KINFOLK vowwerowx < '\M’

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE. LIVE WHERE IT FEELS LIKE HOME. 05



Q NGO PLACE FIRST TIME HOME BUYER'S GUIDE
Qém | 'ﬁ'iEAHLOTM\E( SECTION 1| BEFORE YOU START SEARCHING

Budget Beyond the
Purchase Price

THE TRUE COST OF HOMEOWNERSHIP INCLUDES MORE THAN
JUST YOUR MORTGAGE PAYMENT.

MONTHLY HOMEOWNERSHIP COSTS

BRE Ao P J—— Ask Yourself:
AL MORTGAGE E_'ﬁ PROPERTY
i PAYMENT =%  TAXES
@ Will I still be bale to save
each month?
N
/\. @ HOA

DUES Can | comfortably handle
unexpected expenses?

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

MAINTENANCE @ Does this payment fit my

UTILITIES ]
& REPAIRS lifestyle goals?

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE. LIVE WHERE IT FEELS LIKE HOME.
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Prepare for Upfront Costs

BUYING A HOME INVOLVES SEVERAL EXPENSES BEFORE YOU
RECEIVE THE KEYS.

Earnest Money

A good faith deposit submitted with your offer
that is later applied toward your purchase.

Home Inspection

Provides insights into the property’'s condition
and helps identify potential concerns.

Appraisal COMMON FIRST-TIME

Required by most lenders to confirm the BUYER MISTAKE

home's value.
Many buyers save for the down

payment but forget to budget

for inspections, appraisals, and
The amount you contribute toward the closing costs. Planning ahead

Down Payment

purchase price. can help prevent surprises later.

Closing Costs

Additional fees associated with finalizing
the transaction.

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE. LIVE WHERE IT FEELS LIKE HOME. 07
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Start with Your Lifestvle,
Not Just a Floor Plan

THE BEST HOME ISN'T ALWAYS THE BIGGEST OR
NEWEST. IT'S THE ONE THAT SUPPORTS THE WAY

YOU LIVE.
Before touring homes, take time to think about your daily routines
and long-term goals.

COMMUTE

SCHOOLS

HOME OFFICE

OUTDOOR SPACE

CONSIDER QUESTIONS SUCH AS:

e How important is your commute?

ENTERTAINMENT

Do you work from home?

Do you entertain guest frequently?

Do you need outdoor space?

Are you planning for growing a family?

What features will matter most five years from now?

FUTURE GOALS

STORAGE

NEIGHBORHOOD

RRRRRARARRRX

The more clarity you have about your lifestyle, the easier it becomes
to identify homes that truly fit your needs.

THINK BEYOND SQUARE FOOTAGE

A well designed 1,800 square foot home can often live better than a poorly
designed 2,500 square foot home.
Focus on how a space functions, not just it’s size.

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE. LIVE WHERE IT FEELS LIKE HOME. 08
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Must Haves vs. Nice to Haves

NO HOME IS PERFECT. UNDERSTANDING YOUR PRIORITIES HELPS YOU
MAKE CONFIDENT DECISIONS WHEN THE RIGHT OPPORTUNITY APPEARS.

It's easy to fall in love with beautiful finishes, trendy features, or a home's staging.

However, the most successful buyers focus first on the features they truly need before considering
the features they'd simply like to have.

Creating a clear list of priorities can help narrow your search, reduce stress, and prevent buyer’s

remorse later.

MUST HAVES

MINIMUM BEDROOMS

HOME OFFICE

COMMUTE DISTANCE

SCHOOL DISTRICT

GARAGE

OUTDOOR SPACE

RRRRARRKX

NICE TO HAVES

UPDATED KITCHEN

POOL

FINISHED BASEMENT

LARGE WALK IN CLOSET

LUXURY FINISHES

SMART HOME FEATURES

QAOACEONONE©)

THINK BEYOND COSMETICS

Paint colors, light fixtures,
countertops, and flooring can
often be changes.
Location, lot characteristics,
layout, and natural light are
much harder to improve.
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Think Long Term

A HOME SHOULD SUPPORT YOUR FUTURE,
NOT JUST YOUR PRESENT.

When evaluating homes, it's important to consider how
your needs may change over time. The right home
should support your lifestyle today while providing
flexibility for tomorrow.

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF:

Will my commute still work in a few years?

Could this home accommodate a growing family?
Is there enough storage for future needs?

How well will this home retain value over time?
Will the layout continue to fit my lifestyle?

CONSIDER RESALE VALUE

Features such as location,
functional floor plans, natural
light, and neighborhood
appeal often have a greater
impact on long term value
than cosmetic finishes alone.

The best homes don’t just fit your life today,
they support where you’re headed tomorrow.

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE. LIVE WHERE IT FEELS LIKE HOME.

FIRST TIME HOME BUYER'S GUIDE

SECTION 11 BEFORE YOU START SEARCHING

10



Q ~_ NGO PLACE FIRST TIME HOME BUYER'S GUIDE

Q@ LIKE HOME SECTION 11 BEFORE YOU START SEARCHING
+~ "—IREALTY

[.ook Bevond Cosmetic Finishes

PAINT COLORS, COUNTERTOPS, AND LIGHT FIXTURES CAN OFTEN BE CHANGED.
LAYOUT, NATURAL LIGHT, AND LOCATION ARE MUCH HARDER TO IMPROVE.

Many buyers fall in love with cosmetics features while overlooking the fundamentals that
make a home truly functional.

As you tour homes, pay attention to how the space flows, how natural light enters the home,

and whether the layout supports your lifestyle.
@ <—D

DESIGNER ADVANTAGE

The best opportunities are often homes with great bones and strong potential.

FOCUS ON: DON'T OVERVALUE:

PAINT COLORS

FUNCTIONAL FLOOR PLANS

NATURAL LIGHT OUTDATED FIXTURES

ROOM PROPORTIONS CABINET HARDWARE

As both a Realtor and

STORAGE OPPORTUNITIES DECOR & STAGING Architectural Designer, | help
buyers see beyond a home's
FUTURE RENOVATION POTENTIAL TRENDY FINISHES current appearance and
recognize its long term
LOT & LOCATION COSMETIC WEAR potential.

RRRARRR
000000

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE. LIVE WHERE IT FEELS LIKE HOME. 11
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SECTION 11 BEFORE YOU START SEARCHING

You're Ready to
Begin Your Search

WITH THE RIGHT PREPARATION, YOU'RE ALREADY
AHEAD OF MOST FIRST TIME HOME BUYERS.

YOUR PREPARATION
CHECKLIST

By understanding your budget, preparing for upfront
costs, defining your priorities, and evaluating homes
beyond cosmetic finishes, you've built a strong
foundation for a successful home purchase.

PRE-APPROVED
BUDGET ESTABLISHED

The next step is simple: FUNDS PREPARED

Start exploring homes with confidence and clarity.
LIFESTYLE DEFINED

PRIORITIES IDENTIFIED

LONG TERM GOALS

R RARRRRR

REMEMBER
CONSIDERED
ﬁ The goal isn't to find the perfect home.
@ The goal is to find the right home for VO vl
your lifestyle, goals, and future. SOkl L estEr
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