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Welcome
I ’ M  H E R E  T O  H E L P  Y O U

F E E L  C O N F I D E N T  E V E R Y  S T E P  O F  T H E  W A Y .

Buying your  f i rs t  home is  an exc i t ing mi lestone ,  but  i t  can
also  fee l  over whelming.  That ’s  exact ly  why I  create  th is  guide
to  g ive  you c lar i ty,  s impl i f y  the  process ,  and help  you make
informed decis ions  with  conf idence .

From understanding your  budget  to  c los ing day  and beyond,
I ’ l l  be  here  to  guide you ever y  step of  the  way.

L E T ’ S  G E T  S T A R T E D .

This  guide is  des igned to  be  a  resource  you
can refer  back to  throughout  your  home
buying journey .

F I R ST  T I M E  H O M E  B UYE R ’ S  G U I D E

02B UY  WI T H  CO N F I D E N C E .  L I VE  WH E R E  I T  F E E L S  L I K E  H O M E .

N G O  P L A C E  L I K E  H O M E  R E A L T Y

Adam Ngo
Designer RealtorAdam Ngo
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Before You Start Searching
A  L I T T L E  P R E P A R A T I O N  U P F R O N T  C A N  S A V E  Y O U  T I M E ,  M O N E Y ,  A N D

S T R E S S  L A T E R .  T H E S E  K E Y  S T E P S  W I L L  S E T  Y O U  U P  F O R  A  S U C C E S S F U L

H O M E  S E A R C H .

02
KNOW YOUR BUDGET

06
THINK LONG TERM

03
PREPARE YOUR FUNDS

07
BEYOND THE SURFACE

04
DEFINE YOUR NEEDS

08
YOU’RE READY

Understand your  budget
and show se l lers  you ’ re

ser ious .

Dist inguish between
must-haves  and n ice-to-

haves .

Look at  the  fu l l  p icture ,
not  just  the  purchase

pr ice .

Choose a  home that
supports  your  future

plans .

P lan for  upfront  costs
l ike  earnest  money ,  fees ,

and c los ing costs .

Focus  on potent ia l ,
layout ,  and locat ion over

cosmet ics .

Cons ider  your  l i festy le ,
locat ion ,  and long term

goals .

With  a  c lear  p lan ,  you ’ l l
shop smarter  and with

conf idence .

01
GET PRE-APPROVED

05
PRIORITIZE YOUR LIST

03B UY  WI T H  CO N F I D E N C E .  L I VE  WH E R E  I T  F E E L S  L I K E  H O M E .

F I R ST  T I M E  H O M E  B UYE R ’ S  G U I D E

S E CT I O N  1    I    B E FO R E  YO U  STA RT  S E A R C H I N G
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UNDERSTAND
YOUR BUDGET

STRENGTHEN YOUR
FUTURE OFFER

SHOP WITH
CONFIDENCE

Know Your Buying Power
Before You Start Searching

Many buyers  begin  thei r  search by  browsing l i s t ings  onl ine ,  but  the  smartest  p lace  to  start  i s  with  a
mortgage pre-approval .

A  pre-approval  he lps  determine how much home you can comfortably  a f ford  based on your  income,
debts ,  assets ,  and credit  prof i le .  I t  a lso  prov ides  conf idence dur ing your  search by  help ing you focus  on
homes that  a l ign with  your  budget .

When you ’ re  ready to  make an of fer ,  se l lers  are  more l ike ly  to  take your  of fer  ser ious ly  when i t  i s
accompanied by  a  pre-approval  letter  f rom a  t rusted lender .

F I R ST  T I M E  H O M E  B UYE R ’ S  G U I D E

S E CT I O N  1    I    B E FO R E  YO U  STA RT  S E A R C H I N G

04B UY  WI T H  CO N F I D E N C E .  L I VE  WH E R E  I T  F E E L S  L I K E  H O M E .

A  M O R T G A G E  P R E - A P P R O V A L  I S  O N E  O F  T H E  M O S T

I M P O R T A N T  F I R S T  S T E P S  I N  T H E  H O M E  B U Y I N G  P R O C E S S .
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What’s the Difference?

Whenever possible, pursue a pre-approval rather than a pre-qualification 

befor actively searching for homes.

PRE-QUALITFICATION PRE-APPROVAL

Quick Est imate

Provides  a  genera l  idea  of  how much you may be able  to  borrow.

Veri f ied Financial  Review

Lender  rev iews your  credit ,  income,  assets ,  and debts .

Self  Reported Information

Based on the f inancia l  in format ion you prov ide .

Credit  Check Performed

Your  credit  i s  pul led and rev iewed by  the lender .

Less Documentat ion Required

Typica l ly  doesn ’ t  require  ver i f icat ion of  documents .

Income and Assets  Reviewed

Documents  are  ver i f ied  to  conf i rm your  f inancia l  s i tuat ion .

Good Start ing Point

Helpful  ear ly  in  your  home buying journey .

Stronger  with Submitt ing Offers

Shows se l lers  you ’ re  a  ser ious  and qual i f ied  buyer .

F I R ST  T I M E  H O M E  B UYE R ’ S  G U I D E

S E CT I O N  1    I    B E FO R E  YO U  STA RT  S E A R C H I N G

05B UY  WI T H  CO N F I D E N C E .  L I VE  WH E R E  I T  F E E L S  L I K E  H O M E .

B o t h  p r e - q u a l i f i c a t i o n  a n d  p r e - a p p r o v a l  c a n  h e l p  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u r  f i n a n c e s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  a r e  t h e  s a m e .
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Budget Beyond the
Purchase Price

F I R ST  T I M E  H O M E  B UYE R ’ S  G U I D E

S E CT I O N  1  I  B E FO R E  YO U  STA RT  S E A R C H I N G

06B UY  WI T H  CO N F I D E N C E .  L I VE  WH E R E  I T  F E E L S  L I K E  H O M E .

T H E  T R U E  C O S T  O F  H O M E O W N E R S H I P  I N C L U D E S  M O R E  T H A N

J U S T  Y O U R  M O R T G A G E  P A Y M E N T .

Wil l  I  st i l l  be bale  to  save
each month?

Can I  comfortably  handle
unexpected expenses?

Does this  payment f i t  my
l i festyle  goals?

Ask Yourself:
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Prepare for Upfront Costs

F I R ST  T I M E  H O M E  B UYE R ’ S  G U I D E

S E CT I O N  1  I  B E FO R E  YO U  STA RT  S E A R C H I N G

07B UY  WI T H  CO N F I D E N C E .  L I VE  WH E R E  I T  F E E L S  L I K E  H O M E .

B U Y I N G  A  H O M E  I N V O L V E S  S E V E R A L  E X P E N S E S  B E F O R E  Y O U

R E C E I V E  T H E  K E Y S .

Earnest  Money

A good fa i th  depos i t  submitted with  your  of fer
that  i s  later  appl ied toward your  purchase .

COMMON FIRST-TIME
BUYER MISTAKE

Many buyers  save  for  the  down
payment  but  forget  to  budget

for  inspect ions ,  appra isa ls ,  and
clos ing costs .  P lanning ahead

can help  prevent  surpr ises  later .

Home Inspect ion

Provides  ins ights  into  the property ’s  condit ion
and helps  ident i fy  potent ia l  concerns .

Appraisal

Required by  most  lenders  to  conf i rm the
home’s  va lue .

Down Payment

The amount  you contr ibute  toward the
purchase pr ice .

Closing Costs

Addit ional  fees  assoc iated with  f ina l iz ing
the t ransact ion .
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Start with Your Lifestyle,
Not Just a Floor Plan

F I R ST  T I M E  H O M E  B UYE R ’ S  G U I D E

S E CT I O N  1  I  B E FO R E  YO U  STA RT  S E A R C H I N G

08B UY  WI T H  CO N F I D E N C E .  L I VE  WH E R E  I T  F E E L S  L I K E  H O M E .

T H E  B E S T  H O M E  I S N ’ T  A L W A Y S  T H E  B I G G E S T  O R

N E W E S T .  I T ’ S  T H E  O N E  T H A T  S U P P O R T S  T H E  W A Y

Y O U  L I V E .

C O N S I D E R  Q U E S T I O N S  S U C H  A S :

COMMUTE

SCHOOLS

HOME OFFICE

OUTDOOR SPACE

ENTERTAINMENT

FUTURE GOALS

STORAGE

NEIGHBORHOOD

THINK BEYOND SQUARE FOOTAGE

A wel l  des igned 1 ,800 square  foot  home can often l ive  better  than a  poor ly
des igned 2 ,500 square  foot  home.
Focus on how a space funct ions ,  not  just  i t ’s  s ize .

Before  tour ing homes ,  take t ime to  th ink  about  your  da i ly  rout ines
and long-term goals .

The more c lar i ty  you have about  your  l i festy le ,  the  eas ier  i t  becomes
to  ident i fy  homes that  t ru ly  f i t  your  needs .

How important  i s  your  commute?
Do you work  f rom home?
Do you enterta in  guest  f requent ly?
Do you need outdoor  space?
Are  you p lanning for  growing a  fami ly?
What  features  wi l l  matter  most  f ive  years  f rom now?
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MUST HAVES NICE TO HAVES

Must Haves vs. Nice to Haves

F I R ST  T I M E  H O M E  B UYE R ’ S  G U I D E

S E CT I O N  1  I  B E FO R E  YO U  STA RT  S E A R C H I N G

09B UY  WI T H  CO N F I D E N C E .  L I VE  WH E R E  I T  F E E L S  L I K E  H O M E .

N O  H O M E  I S  P E R F E C T .  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  Y O U R  P R I O R I T I E S  H E L P S  Y O U

M A K E  C O N F I D E N T  D E C I S I O N S  W H E N  T H E  R I G H T  O P P O R T U N I T Y  A P P E A R S .

MINIMUM BEDROOMS UPDATED KITCHEN

HOME OFFICE POOL

COMMUTE DISTANCE FINISHED BASEMENT

SCHOOL DISTRICT LARGE WALK IN CLOSET

GARAGE LUXURY FINISHES

OUTDOOR SPACE SMART HOME FEATURES

I t ’s  easy  to  fa l l  in  love  with  beaut i fu l  f in ishes ,  t rendy features ,  or  a  home’s  staging .

However ,  the  most  successfu l  buyers  focus  f i rs t  on the features  they  t ru ly  need before  cons ider ing
the features  they ’d  s imply  l ike  to  have .

Creat ing a  c lear  l i s t  o f  pr ior i t ies  can help  narrow your  search ,  reduce stress ,  and prevent  buyer ’s
remorse  later .  

THINK BEYOND COSMETICS

Paint  co lors ,  l ight  f ix tures ,
counter tops ,  and f loor ing can

often be changes .
Location,  lot  character ist ics ,
layout ,  and natural  l ight  are

much harder  to  improve.
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Features  such as  locat ion ,
funct ional  f loor  p lans ,  natura l

l ight ,  and neighborhood
appeal  o f ten have a  greater
impact  on long term va lue

than cosmet ic  f in ishes  a lone .

Think Long Term

F I R ST  T I M E  H O M E  B UYE R ’ S  G U I D E

S E CT I O N  1  I  B E FO R E  YO U  STA RT  S E A R C H I N G

10B UY  WI T H  CO N F I D E N C E .  L I VE  WH E R E  I T  F E E L S  L I K E  H O M E .

A  H O M E  S H O U L D  S U P P O R T  Y O U R  F U T U R E ,

N O T  J U S T  Y O U R  P R E S E N T .

When evaluat ing homes ,  i t ’ s  important  to  cons ider  how
your  needs  may change over  t ime.  The r ight  home
should  support  your  l i festy le  today  whi le  prov id ing
f lex ib i l i ty  for  tomorrow. CONSIDER RESALE VALUE

The best  homes don’t  just  f i t  your  l i fe  today,
they support  where you’re  headed tomorrow.

Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K  Y O U R S E L F :

Wil l  my commute st i l l  work  in  a  few years?
Could  th is  home accommodate  a  growing fami ly?
Is  there  enough storage for  future  needs?
How wel l  wi l l  th is  home reta in  va lue  over  t ime?
Wi l l  the  layout  cont inue to  f i t  my l i festy le?
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FOCUS ON: DON’T  OVERVALUE:

Look Beyond Cosmetic Finishes

F I R ST  T I M E  H O M E  B UYE R ’ S  G U I D E

S E CT I O N  1  I  B E FO R E  YO U  STA RT  S E A R C H I N G

1 1B UY  WI T H  CO N F I D E N C E .  L I VE  WH E R E  I T  F E E L S  L I K E  H O M E .

P A I N T  C O L O R S ,  C O U N T E R T O P S ,  A N D  L I G H T  F I X T U R E S  C A N  O F T E N  B E  C H A N G E D .

L A Y O U T ,  N A T U R A L  L I G H T ,  A N D  L O C A T I O N  A R E  M U C H  H A R D E R  T O  I M P R O V E .

FUNCTIONAL FLOOR PLANS PAINT COLORS

NATURAL LIGHT OUTDATED FIXTURES

ROOM PROPORTIONS CABINET HARDWARE

STORAGE OPPORTUNITIES DECOR & STAGING

FUTURE RENOVATION POTENTIAL TRENDY FINISHES

LOT & LOCATION COSMETIC WEAR

Many buyers  fa l l  in  love  with  cosmet ics  features  whi le  over looking the fundamentals  that
make a  home tru ly  funct ional .

As  you tour  homes ,  pay  attent ion to  how the space f lows ,  how natura l  l ight  enters  the  home,
and whether  the  layout  supports  your  l i festy le .

The best  opportunit ies  are  of ten homes with  great  bones  and strong potent ia l .

DESIGNER ADVANTAGE

As both a  Real tor  and
Architectura l  Des igner ,  I  he lp
buyers  see  beyond a  home’s

current  appearance and
recognize  i ts  long term

potent ia l .
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PRE-APPROVED

BUDGET ESTABLISHED

FUNDS PREPARED

LIFESTYLE DEFINED

PRIORITIES IDENTIFIED

LONG TERM GOALS
CONSIDERED

BEYOND THE
SURFACE MINDSET

You’re Ready to
Begin Your Search

F I R ST  T I M E  H O M E  B UYE R ’ S  G U I D E

S E CT I O N  1  I  B E FO R E  YO U  STA RT  S E A R C H I N G

12B UY  WI T H  CO N F I D E N C E .  L I VE  WH E R E  I T  F E E L S  L I K E  H O M E .

W I T H  T H E  R I G H T  P R E P A R A T I O N ,  Y O U ’ R E  A L R E A D Y

A H E A D  O F  M O S T  F I R S T  T I M E  H O M E  B U Y E R S .

By understanding your  budget ,  prepar ing for  upf ront
costs ,  def in ing your  pr ior i t ies ,  and eva luat ing homes
beyond cosmet ic  f in ishes ,  you ’ ve  bui l t  a  s t rong
foundat ion for  a  successfu l  home purchase .

The next  step is  s imple :
Start  explor ing homes with conf idence and clar i ty.

YOUR PREPARATION
CHECKLIST

REMEMBER

The goal  i sn ’ t  to  f ind the per fect  home.
The goal  is  to  f ind the r ight  home for
your  l i festyle ,  goals ,  and future .
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